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was to treat him with the same sincerity, and that was the reason of the freedom I took; that as he told me plainly what he was, I must tell him plainly, I could not think of engaging with him any further, till he had thought a little of those things which alone could make it reasonable for him to think of marrying. He would fain have turned it off to a jest; he laughed at me, he bantered me, he asked me how long I would stay for him ? 1 told him I was in no haste. He asked me how long I thought I might stay before I got a saint to my mind, as the world went now? I told him I was but an ill judge of saints, and might be cheated, as wiser than I had been; but that, as I said before, I would not fall into the pit with my eyes open. He told me abruptly, he wished I had never seen him. At that word, I confess, I was a little alarmed; however I made no answer, but looked full in his face; I saw he was concerned, and, as I thought, in a kind of a passion. When he found I looked at him, he repeated the words thus, I wish with all my heart you had never seen me. I answered nothing. He added, he wished he had known my mind sooner. I still said nothing. Then he flung himself into my arms, and hung about me: My dear, says he, with an inexpressible tenderness, why are you silent? Because, says I, I would not give you an answer in kind to anything that is disobliging: he returned, it was impossible for him to say or do anything disobliging to me; that it was true, he wished I had never seen him, and that he had known my mind sooner; but it was, that he might have disguised himself better, and not have lost me for his being so foolishly honest. Why, said I, would you have endeavoured to have cheated me ? Ay, certainly, said he, rather than lose you; and would have done it effectually too. Why, what would you have done?